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DIASPORA POEMS




and ambivalent feelings about their connection to their ancestral homelands,
like in “Dear Diaspora Child” by Cicely Belle Blain, “Self-Portrait in Siem
Reap” by Monica Sok, “diaspora babies” by Kai Cheng Thom, and “Bad Brown
Girl” by Hana Shafi. A particularly evocative example of this amhiguousness
appears in “diaspora bahies”, where Thom’s speaker states they are “written
in the margins/ of a map of a place/ called No Homeland.”

In these poems, there is distinct feeling of saudade, which is a nearly
untranslatable Portuguese word. The closest definition | can think of is that
feeling of longing for someone, something, or someplace that you remember
fondly but know you can never experience again. To hve with saudade is to live
in the presence of absence. ~

- There are also poems here where readers are transpoﬂed alongside
. speakers who reflecting on the sacrifices they and their ancestors would have

~ experienced on their harrowing journeys like in “Northern Light” by Jillian

- Christmas, or in the story of one of the first large group crossing of Caribbean

- ‘1mm|grants to England in Valerie Mason—dohn S “The Wmdrush 2

This mixtape also features poems which explore froublmg moments in
_Canadian hlstory, like when people were forcibly relocated in Michael Prior’s

" ~ “A Hundred and Fifty Pounds” about the Japanese Interment and in the varied

 struggles people endured on thelr someﬂmes volunrary and other times

- 2 Tenforced journeys to new lands in the poem peopfe arrived” by Kaie Kellough

~ I'hope the poems in this Diaspora Voices mixtape bring the readers on
'a journey to experience the richness of words and life stories of different
' dlaspora voices, allowmg you to step into someone else’s shoes even |f it |s
: ]ust for a short while. Bon voyage!
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‘ DEAR DIASPORA CHILD : A HUNDRED AND FIFTY POUNDS
by Cicely Belle Blain by Michael Pnor
THE WINDRUSH PEOPLE ARRIVED
by Valerie Masondohn by Kaie Kellough
DIASPORA BABIES : MOON IN KHMER
by Kai Cheng Thom : by Bunkong Tuon
BAD BROWN GIRL ~ PANDULCE
by Hana Shafi - by Jose Hernandez Dlaz
NORTHERNLIGHT

. TSELF-PORTRAlT I_N SIEAM REAP

by Jllllan Chnstmas [by‘Mamca Sok
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