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named for their bones, until / you are the new Natives of your new cities,”
writes Natalie Diaz.

Can poetry help? Is it rather—and only—activism that’s asked of us now?

I'm interested in how poetry orients us towards an honouring of Indigenous
voices around our right relationship to the ecology—a current through several
of the poems in this mixtape, including works by Joy Harjo, Natalie Diaz and
Rita Wong. It is Indigenous water protectors and climate activists we need to
be listening to.

One of the poet’s jobs is to witness and bring feeling to what is witnessed.
Ecological grief is present here, but the poems in this mixtape are not
all lament. Some are calls to action—in Sherman Alexie’s poem, he wryly
imagines that “an Indian woman puts her shoulder to the Grand Coulee dam
and topples it”—this is a call to action, to dismantling colonial structures.
“May we participate in the intelligence we're in,” writes Erin Robinsong, in
another kind of call, to presence. “To understand that | am present here, / that
I am sensed, that the soil feels me,” writes Laurie Graham in a kind of willful
communion, grounding. And as Rita Wong writes, in an evolving incantation
in her poem, “hecause we are part of the problem we can also become part of
the solution.” Poetry alone is not enough, but may these poems be the call to
presence, communion and action we need.

= s . 5. 9

THE POEMS

PRAISE THE RAIN JESSE'S FARM

by Joy Harjo LATE PRAYER

- by Erin Robmsong
MY SISTER CRIES THE SEA
by Pamela Mordecai FROM EXHIBITS FROM THE
: AMERICAN WATER MUSEUM

I SAW A PERFECT TREE by Natalle Diaz

TODAY

by Lillian Allen DECLARATION OF INTENT

by Rita Wong

THE POWWOW AT THE END

OF THE WORLD HAIL

by Sherman Alexie by Adam Dickinson

WEED KILLER FAST COMMUTE

by Fiona Tinwei Lam by Laurie D. Graham

PLANET EARTH

by P. K. Page
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