
RAINBOW INTIMACIES

RAINBOW INTIMACIES

ANGELIC’S LINER NOTES

I am glad to have put together Rainbow Intimacies for you. This is an 
anthology of 2SLGBTQQIA+ poets, who each spark within them a delicate 
flowering of power - and possibility, a revolutionary call to self love. Rainbow 
Intimacies is an exploration of Queer intimacy experiences - and I am 
honoured to share these poems with you. They are of love, loss, mourning 
while reckoning with ways these queer and trans intimacies weave with the 
face of the earth, rainbows, water, plant matter.  How the world around us 
can call us back to a sense of self and possibility, even if that is sometimes 
through revolution or rebellion. These poems do not shy away from difficulty 
or grief, bypassing through looking towards forests or mountains - but instead 
they integrate how our queerness and transness live breathe and find an 
essential life force - that might sometimes be easier to locate outside of us.

Assembling this collection, I look at Rainbow intimacies as intimacy 
found in the landscape - as intimacy that exists even in the difficulty of 
grief, religious trauma, patriarchal violence and exhaustion - we find this 
queer possibility around us, of the earth. Bernard Ferguson wrote “the green 
do what I cannot,” and Alexis Pauline Gumbs wrote, “eat enough plants to 
remember what water can do."

The poets shared in Rainbow intimacies - pulls us back into our queer 
bodies, into the life force that we are made of. Bringing forth the words of 
Kai Cheng Tom, who wrote in her poem “You are not a political experiment, 
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or symbol, or token, or tool, 17. you are precious, 18. you are whole, 19. you 
are essential” - she describes a possibility of love for the queer community 
that needs to be spoken out loud. I wanted to call her voice in, as somebody 
directly advocating and saying the words with no possibility of interpretation - 
that our queerness is essential.

And as all essential things, we must honour it.

I am humbled to include brilliant writers and creators in this anthology, 
which is a summation of how among the forests, our dreams, our pain, we 
still find our self love, the apologies we deserve, and we reclaim who were 
were always meant to be as queer people connected to our radical and 
authentic truth.

A poetry mixtape edited by Angelic Goldsky.

THE RINGING BELL
by Amber Dawn

"IF OUR BODIES COULD 
RUST, WE WOULD BE 
FALLING APART”
by Billy-Ray Belcourt

THE PROBLEM WITH 
BEING A BOX TOO SMALL 
FOR ITS CONTENTS 
by Lucia Misch

DIASPORA BABIES
by Kai Cheng Thom

SOMEDAY I'LL LOVE 
OCEAN VUONG
by Ocean Vuong

FULL METAL OJI-CREE
by Joshua Whitehead

BROTHER
by Arielle Twist

NIYA
by Lindsay Nixon

MEN IN THE GUT 
by Jason Purcell

WHAT THE QUEER COMMUNITY 
SHOULD HAVE TOLD US
by Kai Cheng Thom

ANOTHER SET OF 
INSTRUCTIONS
by Alexis Pauline Gumbs

LAKE BAPTISTE 
UNGENDERS ME
by Cassandra Myers

JUXTAPOSITION WITH SEEDS
by Bernard Ferguson
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