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Why this powder-keg, heightened vibe? | laughed in recognition when,
reading Real Sofistikashun: Essays on Poetry and Craft by poet Tony
Hoagland, | came to the chapter called “Obsession: ‘Are You Still Writing About
Your Father?”” “A real diehard, indestructible, irresolvable obsession in a poet
is nothing less than a blesslng, Hoagland wrltes “Passion is the greatest gift
apoet can have o he adds “and nobody is mlldly obsessed =

~ Fathersare a ftxatlon Stanley Kunltz was 64 when he wrote “The Portrait”:
- “My mother | never forgave my father/for ktlhng htmself [especially at such
- an awkward time”—weeks before the poet’s birth. In Susan Musgrave’s “You
~ Didn'tFit,” grief cnlhdes with comedy asa daughter recognizes herself in her
'father “You wuuldn ‘t fit in your coffm/but to me it was no surprise.” In Donika
‘Kelly s harrowing “From the Catalogue of Cruelty, a violent, sexually abusive
father figuratively devours his own children: “He tried to take us/into hts body,
. "’whlch was the house/the pohce entered = .

everyday : ngs may seem spectal— my father s good. breathmg/The kmds of
sounds ‘at strike like hammers, later on in life.”

Ty, whlch insists on truth and refuses to overSImpllfy, provides us
witl reality that's elartfted and magnified. Taken together the poems in this

e re]atmnshtps with these pivotal figures in our Ilves—beloved desptsed
absent and usually, far from perfect. e ;
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/ mixtape edited by Kirsteen MacLeod. IaPOESIE

! .mtxtape aim to create a truer, sharper portratt of fathers, and of our complex e
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